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After impressive season, men’s soccer bows out in the Elite 8
MICAH ARENSTEIN
STAFF WRITER

At the start of Thanksgiving
break, the Kenyon men’s soccer team
entered the Sweet 16 of the NCAA
Division III soccer tournament and
beat Washington and Lee University
(WLU) (Va.) in its first match 3-1
before falling to Williams College
(Mass.) 1-0 in the Elite Eight. Although their final game was disappointing, the Owls had an amazing
season, scoring the third most goals
in program history and reaching the
fourth round of the NCAA tournament for the first time since 2016.
On Nov. 19, the Owls faced off
against the WLU Tridents in Gambier with more than 250 fans in attendance despite it being the first
day of Thanksgiving break. The two
teams were evenly matched in the
first half; despite both teams taking
a combined 13 shots, neither team
could break the deadlock in the
opening 45 minutes.
The second half was a different
story, as the Owls scored less than
two minutes in. After conceding a
foul in a dangerous position on the
edge of its box, Kenyon launched
a counterattack through a clearance by Matt Nguyen ’26. Sebastian
Gaese ’23 was first to the bouncing
ball and played a clinical one-two
with Sam Carson ’23. Running toward goal, Gaese selflessly found
Gerardo Martinez ’25, who collected
the ball and curled his shot into the
top right corner. It was a resounding
goal for the Owls, who were visibly
ecstatic as they ran to celebrate with
Martinez. Four minutes later, Kenyon struck again on the counterattack to make it 2-0. Luke Muther ’23
cleared away another chance for the

Scott Upton ’23 | SEJIN KIM/KENYON SID/NCAA
Tridents and found Gaese at midfield. Gaese chipped the ball over to
Carson, whose speed was too much
to handle for the WLU defenders.
One-on-one with the keeper, Carson
calmly passed the ball into the bottom left corner to double Kenyon’s
lead.
The Tridents pressed heavily after
Kenyon’s second goal and halved the
deficit in the 56th minute. In a nice
team move, a WLU attacker dribbled
past the Kenyon defense and passed
to his teammate across the face of the
goal, who scored his team’s only goal
of the game. The Tridents continued
to attack fervently, but the Owls’ defense held strong — keeper Jack Pedreschi ’25 made three saves — and
Kenyon finally put the game away in
the 76th minute thanks to midfielder Isaac Cortez ’26. Cortez received a
pass in the Tridents’ half and played
a beautiful ball to Atli Hrafnkelsson
’23 on the left wing. Hrafnkelsson

ran into the box and returned the
favor to Cortez, who scored the final
goal of the game to make it 3-1. After that, Kenyon’s defense remained
stout and the Owls saw the game out
to advance to the Elite Eight — for
the third time under Head Coach
Chris Brown’s 18-year tenure.
The next day, the Owls faced off
against the Williams Ephs, fielding an unchanged starting 11 from
the last game. Much like the game
against WLU, the first half was a
cagey affair. Both teams took only
three shots each, and only one of the
six was on target. The shot on goal
came from a Williams set piece with
only 40 seconds left in the half, when
Pedreschi made a spectacular reflex
save from close range off of a Williams player’s header to keep it 0-0.
The second half was more of the
same, as neither team could find a
way through. Kenyon’s best chance
of the match came in the 51st min-

ute, when Scott Upton ’23 and Martinez connected on a quick one-two
that put Upton through on goal.
Upton’s left-footed shot beat the Williams keeper and surely looked to be
a goal, but an Ephs defender cleared
the ball off the line to keep the game
tied. In the 78th minute, Kenyon did
manage to put the ball in the back of
the net, but it was eventually disallowed due to offside. Max Thesing
’24 crossed the ball beautifully to the
back post, where the Williams goalkeeper attempted to catch the floating cross. But the keeper dropped
the ball straight into the path of
Eamon Dujakovich ’25, who volleyed the ball in with an open net.
However, the referee judged Gaese,
who jumped up with the keeper to
contest for the cross, to be offside —
a questionable call to the home fans.
Ultimately, it was Williams who
finally scored with eight minutes
to play. An Ephs defender headed
the ball into the 18-yard box, and
as the ball bounced toward goal, a
Williams attacker beat Nguyen and
poked the ball past Pedreschi, scoring the only goal of the match. It was
only Williams’ 24th goal of the season — less than a third of Kenyon’s
76 goals.
Down but not out, Kenyon sent
wave after wave of attack. But Williams, which has conceded only 10
goals all season long, held strong.
In the 84th minute, Aidan Burns
’24 sent a big throw-in toward the
Ephs penalty box, which was flicked
on by Gaese and reached Upton all
alone at the back post. Upton tried
to curl his shot across goal, but his
shot appeared to be blocked by the
outstretched hand of a Williams defender. To the Owls’ astonishment,
the referee did not call a penalty and
instead let play continue. The Owls

were short-handed on defense due
to their prioritized offensive pressure, and the Ephs almost finished
the game off in the 86th minute, but
Pedreschi made a magnificent save
to keep Kenyon alive. The Ephs had
no qualms about time-wasting, as is
tradition in soccer, and spent much
of the final four minutes holding the
ball in Kenyon’s left corner.
With just a minute and a half to
play, Alem Duratovic ’25 beat his defender and was dribbling toward the
Williams goal when he was tackled
from behind. Again, the referee refused to call for a free kick. Unfortunately, the Owls could not conjure up
a last-minute goal, and as the clock
ran out, the Kenyon players sank
to their knees, a tough ending to an
amazing season.
In an email to the Collegian, Carson reflected on the team’s journey
throughout the season. “While it
didn’t end the way we wanted it to, I
think there was so much to be proud
of this season,” he said. “We defended extremely well all year, scored a
ton of goals and did it all with a smile
on our faces.”
In his last season with the Owls,
Carson scored eight goals and
notched two assists across 22 games,
making him the fourth-highest
scorer on the team. Due in part to
their collective goal-scoring prowess, the Owls soared to No. 3 in the
country over the course of the season and went undefeated during the
regular season. Carson is sure he
will look back on his time with the
Kenyon men’s soccer team fondly. “I
am so grateful for my time playing
at Kenyon,” he said. “I know I speak
for all of the graduating class when I
say that any success they have in the
future will feel like our own success
as well.”

Students stranded at Columbus airport after bus debacle
RACHEL BOTKIN
STAFF WRITER

Students arriving at John Glenn Columbus
International Airport or the Columbus Greyhound Bus Station on Saturday were faced
with a puzzling predicament: The shuttles arranged by Student Council to return around
50 students to campus at 4 p.m. were nowhere
to be found.
This year, Student Council organized
transportation options before and after breaks
to ensure that students would be able to get to
and from campus safely. They contracted buses through Pioneer Trails, a charter bus company, and students were able to sign up for a
specific time slot before break.
Emails sent over the break to students who
signed up for the 4 p.m. bus informed them
that they needed to be present 15 minutes prior to the strict departure time, as the shuttles
would not return to pick up latecomers. According to Theresa Carr ’23, who had signed

up for the bus, around 50 students were waiting at the stop. However, the bus was not present at 3:45 p.m., and was still absent at 4:15 p.m.
Around that time, some students contacted
the Office of Campus Safety to ask when the
buses would arrive.
Director of Campus Safety Michael
Sweazey worked quickly after hearing of the
delay. “We immediately reached out to the
drivers, and they told us that their work orders
only had the later pick-ups listed on them,”
Sweazey wrote in an email to the Collegian.
“We then reached out to the manager at Pioneer Trails, and he was very apologetic and
reached out to his drivers to get a bus there as
soon as possible.”
Sweazey stated that Campus Safety also arranged for a 12-passenger van from Kenyon’s
motorpool to pick up additional students. The
van arrived around 6:30 p.m., two and a half
hours after the original bus’s planned departure time. The bus from Pioneer Trails arrived
later, around 7 p.m. Rather than waiting, a ma-

jority of students opted to arrange individual
transportation. Several students were dissatisfied with the inconvenience, some waiting
over an hour before organizing their own
transportation back to Gambier.
The long wait was only one of the complications students experienced while trying to
return to campus. Another common difficulty
was the high price of alternative transportation
options. The shuttles provided by Kenyon are
free. In contrast, the estimated taxi fare from
Columbus to Gambier averages almost $90,
according to Aboutlist’s taxi price calculator.
This price often varies throughout the day
based on user demand and can spike to over
$130 on ride-share apps such as Uber or Lyft.
High prices pose a difficulty for individual
students organizing their own transportation
back to campus, particularly on short notice.
Several students shared rides to reduce this unexpected expense.
“I ended up waiting until 5:20 p.m. for the
bus, and ended up splitting the costs of an

Uber with my roommate and another student
to get to campus,” Anna Renteria ’25 wrote in
an email to the Collegian. “I felt frustrated and
annoyed that the bus never showed up.”
Due to Campus Safety’s quick communication with Pioneer Trails and with students
who contacted them, everyone waiting at the
airport or at the bus station was eventually
able to make it back to campus. “Ultimately,
we transported some students back to campus
in the van, some returned in the late-arriving
bus and at least one [student] opted for the later
scheduled bus,” Sweazey wrote.
“I would like to commend Campus Safety
Administrative Assistant Miracle Mahle for
her quick efforts to, not only rectify the situation with Pioneer Trails, but to also get an
extra driver to make sure we had transportation available as quickly as possible,” Sweazey
wrote. “Of course, we are sorry that students
were inconvenienced by this, and Pioneer
Trails was very apologetic that they missed the
pickup.”
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Wiggins reopens indoor
dining, will extend hours
HANNAH DOURGARIAN
NEWS EDITOR

As the days in Gambier turn
dark and cold, students can escape
Chalmers Library and return to a
favorite study spot on campus —
Wiggin Street Coffee, which has
for months faced staffing shortages that have forced the business to close indoor dining and
operate on irregular and reduced
hours. Now that the business has
resolved the problems posed by
these challenges, Regional Operations Manager for River Road
Coffee Jessica Chadwick is excited for Wiggins to begin operating
at more normal conditions, not
only with the reopening of indoor
seating but also with the addition
of more regular hours starting
Monday, when the business will
adopt a new closing time of 5 p.m.
According to Chadwick, Wiggins’ staffing problems were partly due to their general manager
being out on maternity leave. The
coffee shop also had a new assistant manager at this time, who
was unable to receive full training due to the absence of the general manager. With the limited
staff, Chadwick was not confident
that the shop would be able to
provide high-quality service both
in terms of making and serving
drinks in a timely manner as well
as keeping the indoor space clean.
“We care about the people that
work for us, and then also the
quality of our products,” she said.
“So if we stretch our staff out too
thin and we’re not able to keep up
with cleaning things, then quality
suffers as well.” Upon the return
of the general manager, who was
able to finally fully train the new
assistant manager, the business
was ready to fully reopen.

Beyond reopening indoor seating, Chadwick is also excited to
continue extending the shop’s
hours. She noted that the business recently promoted a server
to manager on duty. She hopes
that as this employee becomes
more comfortable in the role, the
business will be able to expand
its hours to 7 or 8 p.m., hopefully by the time students return
from winter break. According to
Chadwick, the coffee shop used
to remain open until 10 p.m. each
night, and returning to these
hours of operations remains a
long-term goal for the business,
as well as returning to operating
on Sundays. “Even the staff have
been waiting to open dine-in because it just makes it more of a
coffee shop feel — it’s really weird
not to have customers in your
store, and I don’t think anybody
likes that,” she said.
As the fall semester ends and
the spring semester begins, Chadwick anticipates that students
will be eager for a new place to
study and socialize, and she is excited to be able to provide a space
for those purposes. “Our goal
is to have a place for [students]
to come in, sit down, have a cup
of coffee,” she said. “Especially
when it’s cold outside, too, there’s
not really a lot of different places
that you can just kind of go and
sit and chill.”
Vice President for Student Affairs Celestino Limas expressed
excitement about the opportunities students will have to congregate with one another in a space
characteristic to Kenyon. “There’s
something about the space that
the students and employees at the
College find to be very unique,
very peaceful and I think very important to the College,” he said.
“The dining room being open is a
big, big step forward.”
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AVI, Kenyon Farm cook up
new partnership for eggs

The Farm purchased 300 hens to supply eggs for AVI. | IAN PRESCOTT
CHARLOTTE RUFFINE
STAFF WRITER

After students return from winter break,
50% of the egg supply at Peirce Dining Hall
will come from the Kenyon Farm. This comes
as a result of continued talks between Farm
Manager Bethany McCarty and AVI management. Following initial meetings in late spring
of this year, both McCarty and AVI were
hopeful that more of Peirce’s food could come
from the Farm, but limited funding for the
Farm made that seem unlikely. However, over
the summer, Bill Yost ’68 donated the funds
for 300 pullets — young hens that are not yet
laying eggs — and a new coop, which arrived
at the Farm on Nov. 16.
Discussions about the partnership began in
March, following a particularly turbulent time
for the Farm. In January, two months before
McCarty was hired, student workers at the
Farm were informed that the residential farm
program would be terminated. This came as a
shock to student workers, particularly since, at
the time, the farm manager position was still
vacant following the former manager’s resignation last fall. This position would remain
vacant until March, when McCarty was hired.
Soon after being hired, she began talks with
AVI.
Currently, Peirce goes through about 3,600
eggs a week and, with this partnership, half of
those will be supplied by the Kenyon Farm.
Beyond making economic sense, this partnership will help make the menu at Peirce more
sustainable by cutting down on the environ-
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mental effects of transportation. According to
Ryan Summers, resident director of AVI Fresh
at Kenyon, this partnership could also potentially extend beyond eggs in the future. “We
are looking to expand the program next year
with mini sweet peppers and whatever else
they may have available,” he wrote in an email
to the Collegian. McCarty has similar hopes.
“I think that it’s possible that some of the goats
might be going,” she said. “I know in the past
that they’ve done goat roasts and goat tacos.”
This partnership will increase profits at the
Farm, potentially allowing the program to expand its capacity to teach students about farming for profit at a large scale.
McCarty is excited for this opportunity for
students to understand the mechanisms of a
larger agricultural project. “It’s gonna show
the students a larger-scale production than
having 10 chickens and [how to] actually [be]
a part of the local food system significantly,”
she said. Although students are hopeful that
projects like these signal a growing utilization
of the Farm, some worry that it may get in the
way of the Farm’s actual mission. Ethan McCullough ’24 hopes that the Farm will begin
to focus more on ethics and environmentalism than profit. “I think we should be teaching principles of sustainability … because I
think personally for most of the people that
have come down here to work, that’s what
they’re here for,” McCullough said, asserting
that bringing money into the Farm should be a
secondary goal. “I do think [the Farm has] still
been the coolest thing the College offers. It’s
a very unique program. I hope the College is
committed to seeing it through and carrying
[the Farm] out as a positive.”
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Bexley’s history: seminary, art studios and empty spaces
they each stand at one end of Middle
Path. Bexley became the seminary
building in 1839 and drew many Kenyon graduates who wanted to go
on to work in the Episcopal Church.
It wasn’t until 1968 that the seminary disassociated from Kenyon and
moved to Rochester, New York, to
expand its theological education in
an urban area.
From 1968 to 1972, Bexley was
empty, except for a few offices and
new renovations. This included tearing out the building’s central grand
staircase in order to convert the
space into art studios and offices for
the Department of Studio Art. The
building was never the perfect space
for the department, as the classrooms and hallways were very small,
but it was still a beautiful home for
art students and their professors to
convene in. Colburn Hall, the adjacent building attached to Bexley
by an arch, served as an art gallery.
This lasted until 2012, when the department moved to Horvitz Hall, a
new building more suited to their
needs.
After the Department of Studio
Art moved, there was no designated purpose for the building. Various staff and faculty members set

CECILIA OSHINS
FEATURES EDITOR

If you pause for just a moment on
Middle Path on any given day, you
will see students hurrying to and
from class, clusters of friends talking: the energizing liveliness of campus life. If you follow the path north,
however, you’ll notice Kenyon grow
quiet. Bexley Hall looms over North
Campus, mirroring Old Kenyon just
over half a mile away, but the building is one which many students have
never even stepped foot in. After
years of lying (mostly) dormant, the
building is finally under construction to provide more student housing by the 2023-2024 academic year.
The building has a history as old as
Kenyon itself, existing as a seminary, art studio and office space,
but there were periods it simply sat
abandoned.
Bexley, for well over a century,
was a residential Episcopal seminary
— a separate institution from the
College, yet still part of Philander
Chase’s vision. According to a recent
article in the Kenyon Alumni Magazine, Chase wanted the seminary
and Old Kenyon to be the “hubs”
for each school, so it’s fitting that
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Bexley sits at the north end of Middle Path. | COLLEGIAN ARCHIVES
up temporary offices to utilize the
otherwise empty building. Students
themselves would wander the halls,
if they could get in. However, the
number of people coming and going
from Bexley was still very small, and
it was quiet for years.
The 2004 Master Plan sought to
turn Bexley into student housing,

but the project was left on the backburner for financial reasons. It finally launched in 2020 with the financial support of an anonymous
donation — an offer to pay for half
the cost of renovation.
Now, the community can look forward to having the space back in the
next year, filled with life once again.

Senior Class Total:

Junior Class Total:

16

18

Answer

Grace Korthuis ‘23

Theodore Schwamm ’24

Julia Warman ’25

Max Fishman ’26

True or False: The United States
won today’s (Nov. 29) World
Cup game against Iran.

True

False

True

True

True

What new hot food item is the Village
Market selling?

Pizza

Walking taco

Pizza

Acai bowl

Christmas decorations

Dec. 16

Dec. 17

Dec. 16

Dec. 14

Dec. 16

“Black Panther”

“Bones and All”

“Lyle. Lyle the Crocodile”
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What’s the last day of the semester?

Name a movie currently playing at the “Black Panther: Wakanda
Forever;” “Strange World;”
Mount Vernon Theater
“The Menu;” “Devotion”
Weekly Scores

Sophomore Class Total:

15

First-Year Class Total:

14

“Black Panther”

2

4
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Review: Wednesday will disappoint Addams Family fans
HANNAH SUSSMAN
OPNIONS EDITOR

The Addams Family concept began as a series of cartoons in The New Yorker in
1938; since its inception, the
family has made its way into
dozens of movies, books,
games and shows, most recently the Netf lix original
series Wednesday. The show
stars Jenna Ortega in the titular role, Wednesday, as the eldest daughter of the Addams
family. Although Ortega gives
a phenomenal performance
with a brilliant set behind her,
the show ultimately failed to
maintain or build on the classic charm of the Addams family.
The show begins with
Wednesday Addams retaliating against the school bully

by releasing piranhas into the
pool. Rather than face criminal charges, Wednesday is sent
to a boarding school for other
outsider teens, most of whom
have powers. At this point the
show quickly devolves into a
cliche of a supernatural teen
drama.
Instead of highlighting
Wednesday’s sharp wit and
social commentary, the show
is stuffed to the brim with
mystery plots, a love triangle
(with a bad boy), and a Wicked-style roommate situation
(with Wednesday’s roommate
being the blonde, sweet foil to
her gothic self ).
While the teen sleuthing
role might be appropriate for
characters like Betty Cooper,
for Wednesday, the sleuthing
detracted from the development of her character, leaving me with the feeling that

Wednesday herself was not
necessary to the plot — rather,
she is used as the stereotypical
angsty goth character. With a
crowded plot, Wednesday is
also forced into a more onedimensional version of herself, constantly insulting and
belittling those around her
but lacking her usual charm.
Each of these observations do
not make Wednesday a bad
show; in fact, it was relatively
engaging. However the show
ultimately lacked the nuance
and substance typically present in Addams Family renditions.
Unlike some other supernatural families, the Addams
Family is a social commentary on the typical suburban
nuclear family. In contrast to
white-picket-fence families,
the Addams family lives in a
large gothic mansion. The Ad-

dams family is a satirical nuclear family in almost every
way, with the exception being that the parents were truly loving and supportive. For
example, the father, Gomez,
is hopelessly in love with his
wife Morticia, doting on her
more than any happy ’70s sitcom parents.
Some of the most timeless
and humorous Addams family scenes are when they are
placed in social situations
with “normal families” and
the viewer is offered the opportunity to question whether or not the Addams family members are the strange
ones. One example of this is
in the 1993 “Addams Family Values,” in which Wednesday interrupts a youth camp
Thanksgiving performance to
violently explain the attacks
Pilgrims made on Indigenous

people. She later burns the
camp to the ground in protest.
Beyond the plot shortcomings of the show, Netf lix is
also under fire for queerbaiting after basing their advertising strategies on phrases like
“Wednes(gay)” and alluding
to the romantic relationship
between Wednesday and her
female roommate Enid, played
by Emma Myers, but never
delivering explicitly queer
characters or relationships in
the final cut. Ortega and Myers gave a wonderful performance, but viewers were sadly
let down by the writers and advertisers at Netf lix. Ultimately, Wednesday failed to deliver
on promises of Addams family
charm, LGBTQ+ relationships
and even the most basic hope
of a TV show offering a slightly new take on the worn-down
supernatural trend.

Review: Spielberg’s “The Fabelmans” revives classic cinema
ANNALIA FIORE
ARTS EDITOR

This review contains spoilers for "The Fabelmans" (2022).
I saw Steven Spielberg's new
movie “The Fabelmans” over
Thanksgiving break, and I
think it might be his best since
2002’s “Catch Me If You Can”
— it is certainly one of the best
movies I’ve seen in a while. Referred to as Spielberg’s autobiographical film, it doesn’t take
long to realize that “The Fabelmans” really is the story of his
family — Spielberg’s upbringing in a Jewish household, his
discovery and passion for film
and the dissolution of his parents’ marriage. What unfolds
is a tender and sorrowful story
about Spielberg’s discovery of
filmmaking and how, in the
words of Spielberg’s uncle in
the film, “family and art will
tear you in two.”
Spielberg shares his story
with a cinematic warmth reminiscent of “E.T.” The cinematography is tinted blue, which
adds a vignette-like feeling to
each scene. The blue filter only
adds to the feeling that this is a
distant memory that has ebbed
in Spielberg’s consciousness,
waiting to be drawn to the surface and realized in an artistic
piece. The overall effect hearkens back to classic cinema,
and truly, “The Fabelmans”
feels like a movie-movie, in the
“go to the theaters and watch
something beautiful and bigger than yourself ” sort of way.
The cinematography is
what makes this movie especially compelling. I was reminded while watching “The

Fabelmans” that, as viewers,
we are in the hands of one of
the greatest living film directors. The cuts are clean and restrained with nothing f lashy
or melodramatic, yet they are
still charged with meaning.
In one of the most powerful
scenes, the young Steven Speilberg, named Sammy Fabelman
in the film and portrayed by
Gabrielle LaBelle, realizes his
mother is having an emotional affair with his father’s best
friend while watching footage
he took on a family picnic. The
scene is shot simply; just a close
up of Sammy’s face and brief
glimpses at the footage itself.
There’s nothing showy about
the way it is shot, and yet the
intimacy and grief portrayed
in the moment brought me to
tears. In another scene, Sammy’s mother Mitzi (Michelle
Williams) dances in front of
the headlights of a parked car
while wearing a sheer nightgown. The camera takes in the
magical, almost eerie moment
and the mesmerized expressions of the family that watches her. Here, lighting and score
meet with cinematography to
capture a vivid, palpable memory of Spielberg’s mother.
Spielberg’s memories — and
the nostalgia and the grief that
go with them — are complemented by John Williams’
soundtrack. Williams has almost always composed Spielberg's soundtracks, from the
adventures of “E.T.” and “Indiana Jones” to the terror-inducing “Jaws” to what might be
the greatest movie ever made,
“Schindlers List.” For “The
Fabelmans,” Williams’ score
differs significantly from previous soundtracks of his. He

shies away from his typical
epic-scale quality in favor of
a more classical and minimalist approach. Particularly with
“Mitzi’s Dance,” I noted similarities to Eric Satie’s “Trois
Gnossienne” and Claude Debussy’s “Reverie.” Whether
these allusions are intentional
is irrelevant — the effect is
fitting considering that Spielberg’s mother is a classical
pianist in the film and in real
life. The classical focus of the
soundtrack, featuring eerie xylophones and trembling harps,
compliments the dream-like
spell the film casts over viewers.
This memory or dream
of Spielberg’s childhood is
brought to life by actors Paul
Dano and Michelle Williams,
who play his parents. Here,
the quality of acting and the
screenwriting by Spielberg
and Tony Kushner (“Lincoln,”
“West Side Story”) work to
tell the hard truth in a manner that honors Spielberg’s
parents’ memory. Both the
acting and the screenwriting
were some of the strongest aspects of the movie. Much of
the film covers the breakdown
of his parent’s marriage. It is
clear that Spielberg’s character
Sammy is devastated by this
dissolution, and to some extent blames his mother for her
self-centered pursuit of hedonism and his father for making
career choices at the expense
of the family. And yet, despite
all their failings, Spielberg depicts his mother and father
with tenderness. This charitable portrait suggests that
while Spielberg wants to grapple with his childhood, he also
wishes to give his parents due

honor.
Mitzi is a bubbling brook of
mirth. She is an attentive and
doting mother, and the main
parental figure that recognizes
Sammy’s talent and encourages him to pursue filmmaking. Williams’ haunting performance captures her playful
character who eventually devolves into listless homesickness. In one chilling scene,
Sammy reveals to his mother
that he knows about the affair
and draws her into the closet
where he regularly watches
films with her. At first Mitzi
smiles brightly, thinking that
they are about to create another sweet mother-son memory,
but when he pulls away and
closes the closet door behind
him, her smile subtly fades. It
was a stirring moment when I
watched her expression change
as the footage of the affair unfolded before her eyes — and
a powerful testament to William’s acting capabilities.
Similarly, Burt, the father, is
depicted as caring profoundly
for his wife and family. While
Sammy seems to resent his father uprooting the family to
further his career at IBM, it is
obvious throughout the movie
that Burt is a gentle and affectionate presence. Paul Dano’s
performance was so realistic
that often I forgot who he was
and fully believed the character he was playing. Burt’s
character is a bumbling scientist, translated well by Dano’s
awkward physical posture and
breathy voice.
LaBelle delivered a warm,
emotional breakout performance as Sammy Fabelman,
who is an autobiographical
representation of Spielberg.

He captured Sammy’s passion
and brilliance, as well as his
teenage shyness with endearing acting. There’s a moment
toward the end of the movie
when one of Sammy’s highschool bullies breaks down
sobbing because Sammy chose
to depict him kindly — as if
he was “f lying” — in his short
film for the highschool. LaBelle delivers an emotional
and comic performance in this
scene that captures both Sammy’s nervousness and his artistic instinct.
“The Fabelmans” is a return
to classic cinema —
 stories
etched with love and grief that
depict deeply human characters struggling to grasp something higher than themselves.
Spielberg manages to make a
movie that feels instantly classic, without being cliche or
trite. There are no neat endings or pretty ribbons tied in
his film, and the film doesn’t
end with his parents reconciling. And yet, the film’s ending — with an amusing David
Lynch cameo playing western
director John Ford — gave me
hope as the viewer for Sammy, for Spielberg. Explaining
a painting to Sammy, David
Lynch as Ford explains in his
raspy voice: “When the horizon’s at the top, it’s interesting. When the horizon's at the
bottom, it’s interesting. When
the horizon’s in the middle,
it’s boring.” Sammy is visibly
inspired by this advice, and
as the viewer I know Sammy
will go on to make films that
portray the highs and lows of
family life, and somehow pave
a path where, perhaps, art and
family does not have to tear
him in two.
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COLUMN:
The College should rethink
policies around school breaks
MILO LEVINE
COLUMNIST

Sincerely,
Salvatore, Amelia and Reid
The staff editorial is written weekly by Editors-in-Chief
Amelia Carnell ’23 and Salvatore Macchione ’23 and Executive Director Reid Stautberg ’23. You can contact them
at carnell1@kenyon.edu, macchione1@kenyon.edu and
stautberg1@kenyon.edu, respectively.

As I returned to campus from Thanksgiving break, I thought to myself how wild it is
that we only have three weeks left in the semester. Then I thought to myself how silly it is
that students vacate campus for a week, heading home across the country or in some cases
across the globe, only to make the trek back
and subsequently leave again at the semester’s
end. Not only is this scheduling a hassle, it
can also be financially challenging for families given how expensive transportation to and
from Kenyon is. Moreover, the timing of our
Thanksgiving and winter breaks do not align
well with the academic calendar.
Thanksgiving is supposed to be a time for
students to rest and relax, but with impending finals it is almost impossible to disconnect
entirely from one’s schoolwork. This dilemma
is made worse by the fact that many professors
set deadlines for major assignments during
the week we return from Thanksgiving break.
Around this time of year, there are few students
who aren’t stressed, burnt out or overwhelmed
by their work — this is true of go-getters and
procrastinators alike. Kenyon must reconsider
its academic calendar and other policies so as
to not stress out its students and to ease the
financial burden on families.
Kenyon could put more effort into providing students with accessible and free or inex-

pensive transportation options. Travel to and
from the Columbus airport is notoriously inconvenient and expensive, and the College provides only a few shuttles each break, which fill
up quickly and only come to campus every few
hours. Especially given Kenyon’s remote location, travel to and from school is a deceptively
large expense for families, as one could feasibly
spend thousands of dollars on rides and f lights
over the course of four years.
Alternatively, students could have the option
to stay home after Thanksgiving break through
the end of the semester to avoid excessive travel. This is perhaps one relic of the pandemic era
worth bringing back, as students in the fall of
2020 did not return to campus after Thanksgiving break and did their finals remotely. Another option would be to transition to a trimester system. For example, Carleton College has
finals before Thanksgiving and gives its students the entire month of December off.
In any event, it is bad policy to only have two
weeks of routine instruction after Thanksgiving break, and students stand to benefit greatly
should this policy be changed.
Milo Levine ’23 is a columnist for the Collegian. He is an economics major from Mill Valley, California. You can contact him at levine1@
kenyon.edu.

SARAH TOMASI

On Nov. 25, around 50 Kenyon students were left stranded at John Glenn Columbus International Airport (CMH)
when the 4 p.m. shuttle did not arrive. Some students formed
groups to get Ubers or taxis, while others waited in hopes
that the lost shuttle would show up or resigned themselves
to wait for the next bus — scheduled to arrive at 11 p.m. In
addition to stranding students, the missing bus exposed a
larger issue: the incredibly limited transportation options
to get to and from campus. Although Student Council contracted a bus service for the busy travel weekends, seats were
difficult to get with only two shuttles running per day. The
limited number of shuttles left many students without reservations, and for students whose flights landed at inconvenient times, the shuttle was never practical in the first place.
Despite the chaos of break transportation, students traveling
over break are still relatively fortunate; the College provides
no airport transportation at the beginning or end of the
school year. One of the most unique things about Kenyon,
and one of its greatest strengths, is its rural location — but,
knowing this, the College should take on some of the burden
of transportation.
The insufficient parking on campus only exacerbates this
transportation issue. It is no secret that there is a profound
lack of parking for students — a lack that has prohibited
some students from being able to have a car on campus. As
such, students often have no other choice but to rely on alternative means of transportation, including Knox Area Transit (KAT) and the GoBus. While the KAT may be useful for
a quick trip into town, the GoBus only goes to-and-from Columbus once a day at a fixed time. As a captive audience in a
rural town, students have to then rely on sparse and unreliable alternatives for long-distance travel — like the delayed
Kenyon-provided shuttle at CMH this weekend.
One plausible solution to these transportation issues is
a centralized rideshare system. Such a system would allow
members of the Kenyon community, including students,
faculty and staff, to publicly offer rides and transportation
services on-demand to whomever needs them. This could be
useful not only for students going to the airport, but also for
anybody simply needing to go into town on a Sunday. Whatever the reason, students frequently find themselves in need
of transportation, as the nearest town is a 10-minute drive
away, and services like Uber and Lyft are not readily available. Other institutions, like the University of Iowa, have
successfully implemented a rideshare system through which
students and faculty can sign up to drive their peers and
community members as needed. Rudimentary iterations of
a rideshare community have existed in the past here at Kenyon, but an updated and well-maintained system, either via
application or forum, would aid the College’s transportation
woes tremendously.
Whatever the solution, Kenyon needs to do something to
address the transportation quagmire students have recently
found themselves in.

The opinions page is a space for members of the community to discuss issues relevant to the campus and the world at large. The opinions expressed
on this page belong only to the writers. Columns and letters to the editors do not reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff. All members of the
community are welcome to express opinions through a letter to the editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters submitted for length and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept anonymous or pseudonymous
letters. Letters must be signed by individuals, not organizations, and must be 200 words or fewer. Letters must also be received no later than the
Tuesday prior to publication. The Kenyon Collegian prints as many letters as possible each week subject to space, interest and appropriateness.

Thursday, December 1

6

SPORTS

Kenyon dominates, earns slew
of NCAA championship cuts
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Men’s basketball off to
scorching start, now 5-1

KATIE SPARVERO
SPORTS EDITOR

Smith earned two of the 69 ‘B’ cuts. | COURTESY OF A.J. MAST
HANNAH DOURGARIAN
NEWS EDITOR

The Kenyon swimming and diving
teams competed in the three-day, seventeam Total Performance Swim Camps
Invitational in Gambier from Nov. 17 to
Nov. 19 and won a decisive victory. The
women earned a total of 2803.5 points
and obliterated each of their competitors,
including the second-place finisher West
Chester University (WCU), whom they
beat by more than a thousand points. The
men, who garnered a total of 2581 points,
beat WCU in a similar fashion.
Head Coach Jess Book ’01 described the
meet as a dress rehearsal for the NCAC
championship in February. According
to Book, the Owls tapered for three days
before the meet and suited up in technical suits in order to be best prepared to
swim at 95% of their peak performance
capacity as they continue to train for their
championship meet. These strategies were
largely successful, as the Owls collectively
earned 69 NCAA ‘B’ cuts and 151 personal
best times. Additionally, Yurii Kosian ’24
earned an impressive ‘A’ cut in the 200
backstroke with a time of 1:43.38. Bryan
Fitzgerald ’23, who contributed to a number of first-place relay teams, spoke to the
significance of the team’s overall success.
“We made the strategic decision this year
to rest far less than we normally would for
a big meet,” he wrote in an email to the
Collegian. “A number of people decided
[to] put up ‘big meet’ times anyway.”
The Owls’ success was a result of the
team’s depth, as both underclassmen and
upperclassmen earned a number of top
finishes and ‘B’ cuts. Book emphasized
that the team’s dominance is a result of a
collaborative effort and credited the seniors with contributing to fostering a supportive and competitive team dynamic.
“Success for us is always built around a
team and a collective,” he said. “The seniors are doing a wonderful job in taking
on this year after a very successful year
with a great deal of leadership.”
Olivia Smith ’23 has been another
standout senior and a leader so far this

season. She earned ‘B’ cuts in both the 100
and 200 backstroke with times of 54.80
and 1:59.87, respectively, while finishing
first in both events. She noted that the
Owls’ accomplishments last year, especially the women’s victories at the conference
and NCAA championships, have helped
many of the seniors develop a new winning
attitude that has contributed to supporting both individual and team success this
season. “I think that was encouraging for
my class to see that, ‘wow, hard work really does pay off,’” she said. “If you have the
right mindset going into a meet, like wanting to improve for yourself [and] also for
your team, you can see better outcomes.”
Alexandra White ’23, who earned a
first-place finish and a ‘B’ cut in the 100
freestyle with a time of 50.37, also explained that the team’s overall focus, especially at competitions, contributes to
fostering a motivating environment. “We
have a cool team thing where we don’t have
our phones usually on the deck,” she said.
“When the team is really engaged, and everybody’s watching and everybody’s cheering, people tend to do a lot better.”
Jennah Fadely ’25, who was named
NCAC Women’s Newcomer of the Year
last year, earned a ‘B’ cut and first place
finishes in the 200 individual medley and
100 breaststroke events. She acknowledged
that much of her motivation comes from
the seniors on the team and the examples
they set. “They show us what it’s like to
be a part of this team, and they’re always
putting their best foot forward,” she said.
“They’re always doing what’s best for the
team, and, in my perspective, those are our
leaders.”
As the Owls continue to prepare for
their championship meet in February, the
seniors are committed to leading the other
members of the team through the training
and competitions ahead. “By our age, the
shoulders start to feel a certain kind of way,
and it’s tough to get these old bones moving,” Fitzgerald said. “All we have is the
good habits and nasty tricks that allow us
to squeeze great swims out of our geriatric
bodies. The goal is for the underclassmen
to start learning and imitating the effective behaviors so that they can carry and
share what makes our program special.”

During Thanksgiving break, the Kenyon men’s basketball team split a pair of
road games before winning a home game
on Wednesday. After suffering its first defeat of the season at the hands of the Wilmington College Quakers, Kenyon was able
to rebound with a high-scoring 101-95 win
over Grinnell College (Iowa). After the 5856 win against Muskingum University, the
team’s record stands at 5-1.
On Nov. 19, the Owls faced off against
the Quakers. The game was a tightly contested affair, as the two teams traded the
lead to open the first half before Wilmington made it 22-15. Though Kenyon
tied things up at 26 after an 11-4 run, the
Quakers regained the lead and had a 3935 advantage heading into the break. In
the second half, Wilmington grew its lead
to double digits, before Kenyon’s 17-6 run
gave the Owls their first lead since the
game’s opening minutes. After the teams
found themselves tied at 69 with just over
four minutes to play, the Quakers took
over, riding a 13-5 run to victory.
Gefen Bar-Cohen ’25, who had 14
points in the game, emphasized the importance of the team not allowing its first loss
to become overwhelming. “We’ve been on
losing streaks in the past, so we understand
the importance of not letting one loss affect
how we play moving forward,” he wrote in
an email to the Collegian. “Coach [Dan]
Priest always reminds us to prepare for
each game as if we have a 0-0 record.”
Looking to rebound from the loss, Kenyon headed west to face off against Grinnell two days later. For Bar-Cohen, a key to
the team’s success against the Pioneers was
withstanding their frenetic offensive attack. “Their goal is to speed you up, make
you uncomfortable and make you turn the
ball over,” he said. “We knew that in order
to win, we needed to keep our composure, stay disciplined and stick to our game
plan.”
Throughout the game, the Owls did
just that. In the first half, the two teams
traded points often. Though Kenyon twice
trailed by seven points, it was able to gain
momentum in the closing minutes of the

half. A trio of triples from Nick Lewis ’23,
Kamal Aubakirov ’23 and Alex Boyd ’23
helped to put the Owls ahead 49-43 at halftime. The Pioneers did not go away quietly,
as strong 3-point shooting helped them tie
the game at 58 just under five minutes into
the second half. As in the first half, the two
teams traded the lead until Kenyon took it
at the very end, when Bar-Cohen made a
pair of free-throws with just over two minutes to play. Though Grinnell fought until
the end, Kenyon came away with the 10195 victory, its highest-scoring game since
2005. Bar-Cohen highlighted the team’s
ability to play together as a key reason for
their victory. “The game against Grinnell
was one of our best. We executed on offense and defense, played hard and played
together,” he said. “When we play like that,
we’re hard to beat.”
Hoping to ride the momentum of their
shootout victory, the Owls faced Muskingum on Wednesday. The Owls stumbled
out of the gate, managing to score only
four points in the opening 10 minutes of
play. After trailing early, Kenyon’s 11-4 run
cut the deficit to just one point. The rest of
the half was close, and the Muskies took a
26-24 lead into halftime. Bar-Cohen and
Lewis opened the second half with a pair
of layups to give the Owls the lead, and,
from there, the two teams traded baskets.
With just over two minutes left to play,
David Mazon III ’25 rebounded a missed
free throw, and Aubakirov’s 3-pointer gave
Kenyon a 57-56 lead. As the seconds ticked
away, neither team could score, until Nick
Nelson ’26 made one of two free-throws
with 12 seconds on the clock. Though the
Muskies put up a last-second 3-point shot,
it wouldn’t go, and the Owls won 58-56.
Kenyon will open NCAC play on Saturday, when they will host Ohio Wesleyan
University. After a disappointing 2021-22
season in which the team went 3-22, BarCohen believes that the team has taken
steps forward and has what it takes to succeed. “Everybody put in a lot of work in the
off-season and so far this year, we’ve all felt
a definitive shift in intensity and focus,” he
said. “Overall, we’re a lot more locked in
during practices and we play hungry during games. We’re not going to have a repeat
of last year.”

Owls fall in close contest
after Thanksgiving break
KATIE SPARVERO
SPORTS EDITOR

In its first game back from Thanksgiving break, the Kenyon women’s basketball team fell 58-55 to Earlham College (Ind.). With their defeat against the
Quakers, the Owls’ record stands at 1-3.
On Wednesday, Kenyon started the
game strong, leading by as much as seven points more than halfway through
the first quarter. The Quakers were able
to chip away at the Owls’ lead, with a late
layup making the score 14-13 to end the
first 10 minutes. Earlham took the lead
on their first shot of the second quarter
and never trailed again heading into
halftime, taking a 28-24 lead into the
break. Coming out of the break, Ken-

yon was able to briefly retook the lead,
but a pair of Earlham 3-pointers gave the
Quakers a lead they did not relinquish for
the rest of the game.
Kenyon will look to regain form when
they face off against Case Western Reserve
University in Tomsich Arena at 7 p.m. on
Friday. For Claudia Cooke ’24, who led
the team with 16 points against Earlham,
the Owls can find success through working together as a team. “What has gone
well for the team is us sticking together
and communicating throughout the
games,” she wrote in an email to the Collegian prior to the game. “I think we need
to continue communicating with each
other throughout the games this season
to find success and execute our plays on
offense.”

